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Press Release
Sustainable and Healthy Homes for a Changing Climate.  Just In Time…
A healthy, sustainable home, estimated to last at least two hundred years, is to be built as a community supported demonstration project on the border of Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties in Southern California.  
The Santa Fe based EcoNest Group (www.econest.com) is working with a local non-profit organization, Quail Springs Learning Oasis and Permaculture Farm, to introduce sustainable and healthy building systems to Southern California - not only as a formidable solution to the climate change crisis, but a sensible gift to future generations.
Ventura, CA, April 15, 2007:   The average life of a modern home being constructed in America today is estimated to be a mere forty years.  These short-lived buildings account for 39.4% of total energy use, 65% of electricity consumption and are responsible for over 38% of green house gas emissions contributing to the well recognized Global and Local Climate Crisis.  These buildings also account for 30% of raw materials use, 30% of the waste stream and 12% of potable water consumption, according to the U.S. Green Building Council and the US Department of Energy. How we approach the built environment is of vital importance in curbing the negative impacts of climate change and inevitable resource depletion. The time is now for sensible change in how we build…   
The EcoNest building system is considered by many building industry experts to be an important bridge between conventional construction practices and the urgently needed construction systems purported in the sustainable building movement.  This project will demonstrate energy and thermal efficiency, use of non-toxic and natural materials, local sourcing and sustainable harvesting of many of the building materials used, and the resulting healthy, breathable indoor environment. The Quail Springs EcoNest, involving construction techniques that have thousands of years of precedence and proven success, will also supply the context for an exciting apprenticeship program for youth, promoting much needed on-site career training in a quickly expanding and environmentally responsible field. This community supported demonstration project opens a door for Southern California to create healthier homes for our families for generations to come.  If you are interested in more information or to contribute time, services or funding, please contact Warren Brush at 805-886-7239 or at w@quailsprings.org.
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