Everyone-

First off, this is an announcement not a discussion, note the list it is

being posted on. Please do not respond to this, you may respond to me

off list directly at blue@burningman.com.

Second, I understand that everyone out there has there ideas and

projects and plans and desires but I started a discussion on the

discussion list about one particular project, printing of stickers to

hand out at BM 2006. In order for me to effectively move through the

list of projects that the Board is interested in helping move along, we

need to focus on the discussion on the table. It isn't going to help to

keep re-writing the list and re-posting it to this discussion. Nor is it

helpful to me to discuss a letter to the themecamps in a discussion

about stickers.

I have repeatedly asked for everyone to excercise patience with all of

this, we will get there, but not if we can't focus.

Before this week, I was getting resistance from the Board with respect

to whether the BM Organization wanted to openly & publically take a

stand in any way to endorse any of the projects that we have proposed.

At the beginning of this week I sat down with Marian & Harley and went

down my list (A letter to the Themecamps was not on my list,

incidentally.) item by item and talked about each one and was told how

the Board felt about the idea and to what extent they could see spending

participants ticket money on supporting each idea, or not.

Here are the ideas/projects that the Board members discussed with me and

a brief description of the Boards comments:

1) Alternative Power generation (Alternative to diesel fuel in generators)

     I am personnaly working with the DPW purchasing department to

determine a plan for using biodiesel in some generators. The Board is

behind us on this, we are negotiating with Kohler Power Rentals and

researching bio-diesel costs.

     I am personnaly working with 2 people from LA to bring a solar power

station to the playa and powering the stages at the Cafe. The Board is

behind me on this and the plan is being formulated.

     All other aspects of alternative power generation are on hold as of

right now for one reason or another.

2) Stickers to promote the Greening the Burn movement

     Everyone should know about this by now.

3) The Burn Clean Project Proposal

     I have talked with Larry Harvey about this proposal, I have run it

by the Board members I have been talking with. They are on board (no PUN

intended) to endorse this proposal with an emphasis on educating the

participants of Burning Man to look at their contribution to BRC and to

move towards lower impact solutions.

     The Board sees this as perfect content to include in the Jack Rabbit

Speaks issue that will go out in Mid July and be devoted to announcing

the Green movement that we have all started.

     I just had a talk with MrKlean, another Board member, who is working

on an official statement from BRC, LLC in regards to environmental

issues and the Projects official public stance as it stands today. It is

a great draft statement right now and soon you will all see it.

4) Evolutionary Center Theme Camp

     The Board encourages this camp to proceed and encourages the

"Modeling the solutions approach". I was reminded to remind the camps

organizers to utilize the What Where When to announce workshops and

other activities.

5) Glow Stick Thinktank

     Although the Board does not see this as project that should be

financed by the BM project (Ticket money) they do think ideas like this

one that raise awareness in BRC are great ideas. They are wondering if

it is going to happen and if so would be interested in including a

description of the project in the JRS in mid July.

6) Thrival Guide

     They don't fully understand this but are interested. They don't see

it as something that the Org needs to fund or help produce but they did

say it might be potential content for the Gazzette-ette, the offshoot of

the Black Rock Gazzette that is handed out at the gate with other gate

materials. They see this as community produced and supported. They want

to know and see more.

7) The eco-footprint/measurements/Cooling Man project.

     This started with the idea that came out of the meeting we had in

February and the idea of taking measurments to determine a baseline so

that we know where we're starting from.

     Though the concept of knowing this information is a touchy subject

with the Board members, they are interested in learning more and do see

potential for determining the eco footprint for at least parts of the

overall project. There is no plan for the Org to support this project

but the support for the idea is there.

     I took this idea, evolved it to include a carbon offset solution,

and ran it by a friend. He is one of the coordinators of the Burners

without Boarders project, and he liked so much he has been off and

running with it ever since. He has been working with the Cooling Man

Project, http://www.coolingman.net/, to develop the calculator and to

make the Burning of the Man ":Carbon negative and climate positive" as

they say.

     This is happening outside of the BM Org and is extremely positive.

The Board is supporting it despite hesitations as to having the

footprint information going public.

     I have said over and over again that this is something that can be

done on a grass roots level by concerned citizens without any support

from the Org. being necessary.

        This is only the beginning of an even grander idea that I have

and I will talk more about this in another e mail.

8) Rocket Stove technology

     The Board thinks this would be great content for the JRS in mid July.

9) PermaCulture design and education

     The Board is interested in talking with the concerned parties to

bring a PermaCulture workshop to the training series next year at BMHQ.

I have also thrown in the idea of hosting a workshop at the all staff

retreat later this year. They are also interested in including

PermaCulture as part of the First Ever Burning Man Green Day Summit. See

#10 next.

10) The Board is very interested in hosting the First Ever Burning Man

Green Day Summit this fall, after the event. The name is not set in

stone but it is the Eco-Smmit that we discussed in February.

That's it for now, I am going to approach each person related to each of

these items separately and host discussions on some of the ideas on the

discussion list as well over the next week or so.

Thanks for everyones energy and patience,

Blue
