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29 palms GPAC 
 I bought an acre and a quarter here in 1990 to experiment with alternative building methods. I come out here about once a year and have noticed the improvements. I have studied sustainable design for over 20 years.  One concept of sustainability is to gain as much knowledge from the locals as possible. Unless you know better I have some new design concepts that I think would work well in this community and should be included in your General Plan if possible.

 I noticed your outline includes an upgrade to your sewage treatment plant. For centuries in rural China sewage has been treated in local biogas generators and used for cooking and heating. Now, with modern technology excrement can be turned into methane and used to power a generator with about the same emissions as a regular sewage treatment plant. In Arcata, CA the sewage treatment ponds create a park and estuary. You don’t have enough water for an estuary but it could be a bird sanctuary. You can \pipe the graywater from commercial buildings into street side treatment containers that create green spaces and boundaries. This offsets any damage done by the plant.
 My neighbor tells me the main industry in 29 palms is its last chance gas station. It’s never had a love affair with the marine base. In conjunction with the sewage treatment plant you could have an alternative fuels production facility. The base px could not compete with fuel you produce yourselves and might buy it from you. This might increase retail marine traffic as well.

 Trucks would bring waste oil to the plant for conversion into bio-diesel. Any cellulose material can now be turned into alcohol even if you have to add a few steps to the process. Emissions are carbon di oxide exhaled by animals and used by plants. You can add the leftover mash to animal feed or sequester carbon before turning it to mulch.
 Jojoba is a drought tolerant plant native to this area. It has a bean that has a high oil content used as a fuel and cosmetic. There is a farm in the area that could supplement a production facility until a waste stream is created, land is put to use and plants are propagated. 
 In Eugene, Oregon they have a place called Brings Recycling. People bring their extra building materials and junk to a lot where it is sorted and put on display. Customers can then buy used building materials saving the cost of disposing them in a landfill. Habitat for Humanity has had some success with this business. There could be a job for someone collecting the junk that seems to accumulate out here. This might work well with other recycling ventures such as auto dismantling.
 Sustainability uses a holistic approach to design with all systems connected. Your road system should work in conjunction with your drainage system. Drainage trenches next to the roads can be filled with porous material to create bike paths and trails. These trenches guide water to bio-retention ponds and swales. These ponds enhance the landscape with oasis of growth that the desert would have created on its own had we not been here.

Greywater can be pumped intermittently with windspinners to the ponds to keep them watered during dry spells. This enhances the natural beauty that people come to the area to see.
 Your General Plan Outline blames the high amount of lo income people in town on your surplus of lo cost housing. My neighbor says people leave houses boarded up because they only use them once a year and they get vandalized. What about a fund they could all pay into or a tax break or both to pay for year round maintenance and security? Solar panels could be installed to supplement the cost by selling the electricity generated during vacancies. Those that don’t comply will have to be fined. If they are owned by the bank they should be put into receivership. A judge will appoint someone to clean it up or sell it at a reasonable price to someone who will put it to use. Some of these buildings could be used to train workers. Food production is going to become expensive in the future. Can these vacancies be put to edible landscaping? All this might provide needed jobs.

 An idea for which I expect opposition is a homeless car camp. San Bernardino from before the great depression has had a nomadic low income population. It is their last stop before stardom or a new career in the big city as well as on their way back when they fail. You might as well embrace that fact and make some money from it. I’m not saying to take on every homeless person or even migrant workers. Let’s provide services for people in transition. These are people that have a little money and are trying to start over. Let’s help them with a TEMPORARY lo cost healthy area for them. This would justify a policy that encourages them to move on. I think it should be put on the east side of town next to the wildlife corridor. You could make money turning the waste they generate into fuel at the processing plant in town.
 All these ideas should provide purchasing power to the downtown area. New development should include live work units so residents are encouraged to walk and shop locally. I defer to the locals on this but I wonder if the area behind the stores on 29 palms highway could be a permanent open air market. This would be a showcase for local art and produce not available anywhere else. Tension structures could be erected to protect from wind and sun. Canvas tarps, inflatable as well as permanent structures are available with solar panels on them to provide electricity.
  I notice the grocery store entrance is already in the rear of the building in the parking lot for security. For some reason successful grocery stores have customer cars parked where they can be seen from the checkout counter. There is plenty of parking behind these buildings.

 The parking spaces on the highway are never used and are dangerous. Planters fed by greywater could be used in these spaces to guide storm water, protect pedestrians and slow down highway car traffic.
 These ideas may seem radical. A good sustainable design turns disabilities into assets. Your isolated location, harsh elements and negative demographics can be used to your advantage. You have the opportunity to use funding created by negative economic times to be the state of the art. 
 God gave us a responsibility over the earth. If you use the sun, wind and water as a starting point for your design you will honor it and maintain the its natural beauty. I feel I have enough of a stake in this community to take your time to raise these concerns.
Thanks,

Curtis Blankinship
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