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Permaculture Basic Design Course to be Offered in East San Diego County,

Fall 2011

Enrollment is limited to eight people. If you are interested, please call Jane Higginson for questions and an informal interview at (619) 219-9311, 8 AM to 8 PM. Please call before the first meeting is held, i.e. call by 9/10/11.
What: A Permaculture Basic Design Certification Course (hands-on format) will be offered this fall, 2011. A holder of the Permaculture Design Certificate is entitled to use the copyrighted word “Permaculture” in professional activities or commerce. The content of this course will be derived from the 14-chapter core text written by Bill Mollison, the originator of permaculture: Permaculture a Designers’ Manual (Tagari Press, 1988, ISBN O 908228015). The topics included in the text are introduction, concepts and themes in design, methods of design, pattern understanding, climatic factors, trees and their energy transactions, water, soils, earthworking, humid tropics, dryland strategies, humid cool to cold climates, aquaculture, and strategies of an alternative global nation. Other topics in the course will include basic ecology, ecosystems, biodiversity and conservation biology, natural building (especially superadobe), and renewable energy. The learning format will be primarily based on activities; discussion and lectures will compliment the activities. Homework will include making observations of nature, creating a conceptual permaculture design, readings from Mollison and others.
Who will teach the course: The principal instructor will be Jane Higginson, Diploma of Permaculture Design, Master of Regional/Environmental Planning. Jane Higginson has taught many permaculture basic design courses and introductory permaculture courses in Arizona, Mexico and California. She has lived, worked, and studied for extended times in various ecosystems including tropics, subtropics, drylands, and humid cool climates. She took her Basic Design Course from Bill Mollison and Scott Pittman in 1996 and was awarded the Diploma of Permaculture Design by Bill and Lisa Mollison in 2000. She is currently a full time instructor of environmental science and botany at Imperial Valley College. Jane manages eight acres of land in Lakeside and Dehesa. She also has a small business for wildlife-biological surveys and permaculture, “Archelonia”. Guest instructors will be Marcia Boruta -- Director of San Diego Economic Conversion Council/Permaculture Center, Phil Lambert – Manager of San Diego Audubon Society’s Silverwood Wildlife Sanctuary, Mark Harmon -- Co-manager of Cal- Earth Institute and master builder of superadobe, Daniel Taylor – bat biologist, and possibly other instructors.
Who will receive the Permaculture Design Certificate: Students who complete at least 80% of the scheduled class time, and who successfully create a permaculture design according to a rubric provided by the instructor and present it to the class, and who have completed 50 hours of work-trade will be awarded the Permaculture Design Certificate.
How much will the course “cost”: Payment will be by work-trade. Each student will complete 50 hours of work-trade assigned by the instructor preferably before the end of the course but no later than January 2012. The work will be primarily physical labor at two sites in east San Diego County; much of the work will be hard, most of it will be in snake country, and the weather might be hot, cold, windy, drizzling or even “nice” sometimes. Approximately 15 hours of work-trade will be completed during class time and the remaining approximately 35 hours will be completed outside of class time. There is no monetary fee for the course unless special accommodations are in order, or unless the student does not complete her or his work-trade obligation. Students will need to provide their own transportation (car-pool is encouraged), work boots, gloves, work clothes, water bottles, and safety glasses. Another cost may be the purchase of Mollison’s Designers’ Manual.
Where will the course take place: Most teaching and work-trade activities will take place at two sites in Lakeside and Dehesa, east San Diego County. There will also be field trips to Cal-Earth Institute in Hesperia, Silverwood Wildlife Sanctuary in Lakeside, and urban sites in San Diego City.
When will the course take place: There will be an organizational meeting and introductory session Sunday, September 11, 2011, 1:00 to 4:30 PM. The meeting will begin at 11433 Eucalyptus Hills Drive, Lakeside, CA 92040 and end at 14640 Quail Haven Lane, El Cajon, CA 92019.

The entire course will last 72 hours plus travel time, lunch breaks and work-trade time. It will take place from September 11 to December 17, plus time into January to finish work-trade hours.
Schedule details to date : (Note--some changes will likely occur and more details will be given at the introductory meeting; work-trade dates have not been included in this schedule and will be arranged later):
1. 9/11 Sunday: 1:00 PM to 4:30 PM: Introductory meeting at 11433 Eucalyptus Hills Drive, Lakeside, CA 92040 and 14640 Quail Haven Lane, El Cajon, CA 92019 (this is “Snail Haven” in Dehesa). We will begin in Euc. Hills and then carpool to Dehesa.
2. 9/18 Sunday: 10:00 AM to 4:30 PM: Ecosystems and biodiversity, Silverwood Wildlife Sanctuary, Wildcat Canyon Road, Lakeside and Euc. Hills. Guest instructor, Phil Lambert.

[3. 9/24 Saturday afternoon tentative: San Diego City College. To be announced]

4. 9/25 Sunday 10 AM to 5:00 PM, Snail Haven (Dehesa).
5. 10/1 Saturday 7:30 AM to 5:30 PM: Field trip to Cal-Earth Institute, Hesperia (superadobe and earth architecture). Guest instructor: Mark Harmon and others. We will make additional stops along the way, to be announced.

6. 10/15 Saturday 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM: Birney School Garden in San Diego with guest instructor Marcia Boruta, and afterwards, other nearby urban sites.

7. 10/22 Saturday 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM: Snail Haven, Dehesa (guest instructor, Dan Taylor, to be announced).
8. 10/29 Saturday 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM: Snail Haven, Dehesa 

9. 11/5 Saturday 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM:  Euc. Hills or Snail Haven, to be announced.

10. 11/19 Saturday 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM:  Euc. Hills or Snail Haven, to be announced.

11. 12/2 Saturday 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM:  Euc. Hills or Snail Haven, to be announced.

12. 12/17 Saturday 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM:  Permaculture design presentations by students! Graduation Celebration! Euc. Hills. 

WORK TRADE DATES AND TIMES WILL BE ANNOUNCED OR ARRANGED WITH STUDENTS

